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HILE THERE 15 no dowhs che
w;.;l.uhuJ coonomi downturn has
hare the eradirional TCF mani-
facruring glams like China and Hong
Kong. there is also no dowbe thar they
are mising to the challenge.
In the recens past, many small
:‘ljl’F:'uEr:.' n ﬁn-rl.ing offshare manu-
factuners I!l'c]'!vlrl.'l‘l o 4k small muins
in reasonable time = or small mons
at nl.l] {UI f]l.l.' ateer. NLI'-‘-'. IK_"WL"{'
er, even Chine has o presem self
15 mare nimble, more Aexible and
more creative when Bt comes o ser-
wicing existing clienes andd ﬁl'ﬂjiliﬁ
TYCW s,

Caral Hanlon, head of the TCF
Anpstralia small Tesiness nerwork,
has recently retumed from sevenl

VETSCS Llu}']llﬁ ENESSES HILI'J. Iﬂ:“.iLL'IJ
same definite trends, Ar Hong Kong
Fashion Week in early July, Hanlon
w2y she Jirmrn-d numeronis  Lhinese
manfacans exhilbiting signs announc-
ing “ne minimoms”, aned it s abvious
thar peoplewere very keen on meeting new
oontacts and dienes,

II'I II'II‘I:iI. WIII._N' I|I'|I.' 1':I|’llE a I:g{'ll'g(llil'll'l e

the India Internanonal Garment Fair ([1GF)

in Mew Delhil bater in July, Australia was a

prime target for government suppor, pargic-

u|1.r|1. with the Commonwealth Games bei ng
hested in India next yer,
I ]IL IIHJ.IHII {ﬁmlrlll Heisl |.-.|.|"EJ.L\'."J 23 CEnir i.'.'b-
o imvite bunsers 1o the (i, wich Ausoralia beling
ey tarpes,” Hanbon says, She ok 10 kabels with
her o India, irchsd Ing, Alison Coton's Joweeha,
Sylrma Cabrera's Pure Soul, Hsul:uE“a. ‘.:-:rh.u.l.rsr.liril:
and Chsocan. Like many other povernmcns cagres
o assist their bocal industries by encosragimg ingerna-
vional rracle, firstaime buvers were provided wiithy freg air
Fare arnell aceom miodation support.

In ]'[L'uit{ Kuﬂa;. where the HLIIIﬁ Kuu.t;'ru&_' Die-
velopment Council offers free accommodation 1o all
first-rime buyvers. Hanlon scocompanied 15 small and
emerging Australian comipaniss, indhding Assodani

d:“.':t: Insermagianal, Morgan Marks, Henrverma and Carmels
Mison ::‘m Dhesiggne. There, she nesticed a definite trend. “Ohvious-
wanptg ¥ o goes withoue saving thar the deowntuen fn che LS,
ndiatohelp WK and European markess has had a huge impas on

promate  all mamufseroring ex China,™ she says ™
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cloching labels had a grear deal of

Carol Hanlon
speaks on
Hong Kong's
small runs.

PAGE 14

Going glohal

CHINESE EXHIBITORS AT THE RECENT HONG KONG FASHION WEEK
WERE SO KEEN ON SECURING NEW CLIENTS, MANY WERE OPENLY
ADVERTISING THEY HAD NO MINIMUMS, TCFWA MANAGER CAROL
HANLON SAYS. SHE TELLS RAGTRADER ABOUT GLOBAL TRENDS IN
SOURCING AND BUYING FOR NEW AND EMERG ING DESIGNERS.

will be an increase in Fase fGshion - work ing closser 1
the season in regards o svock bevels requined.”

There are sl major problems fcing small libels
trying 1o source materials and enanufacture offshore,
inchading rimimm onder quanicies, kegistics and rei-
ahilicy of supply, as well as gualicy and rimeliness. *Ir is
al=o the continges] sourcing af the rig‘l‘u s PP-]iu:-r o Su
ypourr peends, which can change from season 0 wason
depending on your ranges and direcion,” she saps.

In terms of fashion cremds, che miost obwious was the
continua] move wwarnds ecosfriendly and organic fab
ries. “Fashion trends stlll lean towands ortental, oradi-
tional fnighes and deemes,” she says.
world, people wish to comneot with the neal muce of
manubscoure and Fair rrade.”

This is a theme Hanbon herself has been 'P.'\UI'LCJ'I'IEBFI
for many years. As well as esablishing TCFWA 2 de
cade ago and more recently TCF Auseralia, Hankon has
been working hard an TCF Glohal, which she defines
15 2 non-profit community=hased project, desdgned o
le'f.dl_ in IJ.I:IIII.'IL' ill"l::m T A AESISE e il'llj ITI'III_TFI'IE
Australian designers w link with global TCF indusury
ofganisarions, She has ser up networks in S Lanka,
Ihli.. Iinns K.-nrhE_, India e I'apu.a Pew Cruinea, I'III;
pethaps che most impressive 5 TGF Crmog in the
[huilipprirses. Thoro, de bae aosiowed 21 compwumive sew
ing cenines by donaring sewing machines, rexiles and
equipment, allowing 130 men and women @ ser up
thesir o small SEWINE bwasi nesses,

'111:l.|uE|bc:lu.t thee:

The network s also asising a fibre project in PMG,
2 wool hand=weying village project in Sri Lanka and
thee Seeds of Hope women's sewing project in Afghani-
stan. It has also |'w|r||,-|:| I |'||_|:.' sewing machines for
women in Perw and & Jooking intoe projeces in Mari
‘iub -J.Illj lnl TN B

A local Perth firm is imporming hamd-woven pllaid
check fabrics and kiks from Sri Lanks for vhe school
uniform markes, and the -:|.|r|p|i|'r can also organise
hand-woven wosols @n small rums for Australian de
dpners. TCF Global alee works with a wide nerwork
of snnall businesses in Bali, many of which are mun by
Australian <x-pars, to ser wp village support projects
aimed ar young people

l"KII.IIIL' l]'.!'.'.“l_' arc IIIIIJII.' I.lll:lil.'i.l.!_ |I:l|.':¢' Are noi '-Ll o -
mercial enterprises, Hanbon says, “Village projects ane
abaour micre-encerprise empowenment 40 4 bocal level,
and shey need 1o grow and develop with lozal owner-
ship ar their speed, These projects are not @ be con-
fusad with commereial manufasturing facilities. These
ArTas IEILL. Esources Hlld lru!ll:l’lE| H.I'Ilj i Illl = 'H'I'I at |.I'|I.'
pminrs | assist ane irying o orckie of bhuild o,
“Than we will ery and asis the pmj.cu:rx o dru!lnp
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